LESSON PLAN: RI NCON H STORY MJSEUM

1. d assroom Preparation for Teachers

The Enbar cadero

I magi ne the Bay then,

explore the Bay as it is today

Stand in that expansive, art-deco roomonce known as R ncon
Annex -- a Post Ofice Annex of the Main Post Ofice at Fifth
and Mssion Streets -- and place youself in the center of the
history of the Gold Rush. In 1848 you are in twenty feet of
the waters of the Bay. In 1900 you are in a cattle drive from
a pier to a Mssion District packing plant. In 1936 you are
in an artist’s studio, painting a wall-size nural. In 1960
you are in a United States Post Ofice.

Today you are in one of the Gty s fabulous and free
museuns! This roomis now just the north side of R ncon
Center, a bustling conplex of office towers and restaurants
and shops between M ssion and Howard, Spear and Steuart. It
is nowofficially called a gallery. For onits walls are
evocative nurals fromthe pre-Wrld-War Il days of the G eat
Depression. As part of the Wirks Projects Adm nistration, or
WPA, artists were paid to do their part in fashioning the
story of the country. O her results of the WPA are sonmewhat
harder to find -- stone work of bridges here and there, the
paintings in Coit Tower, other decorative elenents of public
bui I dings. The nurals at R ncon are intensely WPA



First a word about the nane ‘R ncon’ itself. In Spanish,
it means, sinply, “corner,” and it was indeed the
sout hernnost corner of the town. The nane was transferred to
Rincon HIl, which is indeed a corner -- the present western
anchorage of the San Franci sco Cakl and Bay Bridge. But
between Rincon H Il and R ncon Center lies a vast anmount of
history -- and fun. Here you will learn that the
‘“environnent’ is nore than the great outdoors: the
environnent is the nmeeting of the sea and the sky and the
| and, even in the heart of a great city.

The Renai ssance of R ncon and the Enbarcadero

It is hard to visualize today, but in the last half of the
ni neteenth century Rincon HIl was what we now think of as
Nob HIl, or even Pacific Heights. Photographs fromthat era
show stately houses, if not mansions, |ining the rough-cut
streets of a truly promnent hill. W miss that hill today
because it was considerably | evel ed by hunman hands after the
earthquake and fire of 1906. Why? To nake it easier to build
here. Wat a shane!

The only remanant of what this area | ooked |ike before
1906 is South Park, between Third and Second, Harrison and
Brannan -- and sone of the houses here actually bear sone
resenbl ance to pre-1906 days. This nodest park shows the
scale of thinking in that era: we would now consider it, for
all its pleasant contours, just an anenity.

But now snmal |l businesses are flourishing here, and from
here all the way to what is now called South Beach. Wll, if
North Beach exists w thout sight of water, why not South
Beach, with water all around? The presence of PacBell Park,
on the water at the end of Third Street, anchors a nassive
shift in the devel opnment of the Gty. Once sinply an
industrial area, interspersed with secondary housing, this
whol e ‘ South of Market’ arena is now the direction of mddle
class life -- entertai nnment, enploynent, residence.



Preservation of the land, sea, and sky is vital to this
devel opnent. Preserving the environnent neans respecting the
natural resources that underlie the health and vitality of
what we build and what we do in the city.

Now, expl ore!

Qur starting point, the Rincon Hstorical Room is lined with
di spl ay cases. Here are artifacts of Chinese and Russi an and
Spani sh and English exploration of this site. O course,
before any western civilizations nade their mark here, there
were the Anmerican Indians. W know them now as the Cnhl one

tri be of the Costanoans, who inhabited this region since at

| east the 13th century. This surprising fact has been

est abl i shed by carbon-dating of artifacts discovered in the
Sout h- of - Mar ket ar ea.

I magi ne! Chl one Indians fishing on San Franci sco Bay
centuries before Col unbus, before the invention of printing,
at about the tine of Marco Pol o’ s expedition to the Far East.

| magi ne, also, the interaction between these natives of
the Pacific Coast and the first Europeans who wal ked into the
spot where you are now standi ng. But that was not possi bl e!
Why? Because this spot where you are standing was conpletely
under wat er.

| magi ne -- water everywhere as far up as Montgonery
Street, as far west as First Street. Inmagine why First Street
was naned that!

Thi s whol e area was known as the Cove -- a very
hospitabl e [ ocation for incomng ships. This is where traders
from Spani sh Gal | eons wal ked ashore... where the Onlone

| ndi ans paddled out in their barks to offer fresh water to
their visitors. The Bay was teaming with fish, and the

(hl ones had explored it only for their own neans of survival.
It was a tinme before the Arerican Revolution -- but it was a
revolution in itself.



Take time for a brief exam nation of the exhibit cases
here, where so many artifacts of early California are
di spl ayed. Then exam ne the nural s thenselves, which tell a
consi stent story of this land. (An audiotape for use at the
site should be reviewed prior to the visit.) And after that,
take a stroll to sone of the riches that lie along the
Enbar cader o.

The Gold Rush Trail has identified | ocati ons of interest
to students in several directions from R ncon Center:

e« HIls Plaza, in the direction of the Bay Bridge, and
what a great way to see San Franci sco’ s bridges!

 The Audiffred Building, survivor of the San Francisco
Eart hquake and Fire of 1906

e The Federal Reserve Building, on Market, where
di spl ays about commerce and industry are updated frequently

* the Ferry Building, newy refurbished fromtop to
bottomto match the new sparkl e of the Enbarcadero

In future visits to this location, you have numnerous
options for adding interest to your field trip.

2. Materials for Reference at the Site

An audi otape is available to guide the teacher through the
visit. This tape wal ks the group through the | arge R ncon
H story Museum using the nmurals on the walls and the
information in the display cases.

It’s not essential to follow the exact script of the
audi ot ape. From cl assroom preparation, the teacher may find
that a particular nural or exhibit case hol ds unusual
interest for the students. Let this interest be your guide.



The focus is on history, California history. But there
are many words that will arise fromthis visit that may not
stand out in a book. Here are sone to think about:

Enbar cadero
Cove
Gal | eons
Bar ks

Mur al s
Settlers
Nat i ves
Shorel i ne
M ssi ons
Weavi ng
Habi t at

Speci es

Now t hi nk about people. How many different kinds of people
have |ived or worked here since the original Native

Aneri cans? How many occupations, since the “Indians” first
fished here? Here are sone:

 The Conqui stadors, who expl ored from Mexi co and
brought their religion with them in the formof the M ssions

 The Americanos, who rode across the country to find a
adventure here

e The Gold Rush nen and wonen, who cane | ooking for gold
in 1849

e The Chi nese, who canme across the seas for a newlife
and who built a new society



» The railroad builders, who brought commerce from al
over the country to California

* Wrrkers fromall occupations, who nmade the buil di ngs
and the bridges

H nts:

—ask each student to |earn just one new word here, and bring
it back to the classroom

—-ask each student to wite one sentence, just one, about
anything at this location: “I liked this because....” or *“I
wish | could see nore of....”

-on the visit bring “cue cards” with key words, from conplex
ones, such as “artifact,” to sinpler ones, such as “society.”

—-this visit is a rare opportunity to make a | ong-Ilasting

i npression on a young mnd. Focus on ethnic diversity, on
opportunity to be a | eader, on the water all around us, or
any way of expressing the positive aspects of the visual cues
in this great room

—-above all, keep it sinple. Let the children sop up the many
sights and sounds around them Make it an exploration, not a
required tour!

-in terns of exploration, you can plant an itemfor the
students to search for on the site. It can becone a treasure
hunt. But don't think you have to promse a lot to keep the
children interested. It’s a brand-new experience!

—above all, let the children ask questions. Gve themthe
time. Gve themthe opportunity.

—tell the children they should wite sonething about their
visit. Just a sentence. Just a paragraph. Tell themthis
while they are there, so they can start thinking about it.

-l et the seventh-graders be heroes. Allowthemto aid the
fourth-graders in having fun, in finding things. Let the



sevent h-graders learn sublimnally. Let themlearn by
expl aining things to the fourth-graders.

3. After-Visit d assroom D scussi on and Eval uati on

The first day after the visit, remnd every child of the
reports expected: A sentence or two for the fourth-graders to
wite, maybe sonmething to share froma nagazi ne. The sevent h-
graders can be given a week or so to prepare a thoughtfu

eval uati on.

The focus is on history, and California history at that,
but the visit involves w de-ranging topics. Suggest to the
sevent h-graders that they m ght explore:

* howthe Bay was filled in, and what effect filling has
on the environment: a science question

« howtall buildings are anchored in the nud of the Bay:
an engi neering question

* how shorlines change with the addition of piers

* how the habitat of birds and fish changes as a bay is
filled in around its shorline

Create lists of things seen on the visit:
* the different kinds of jobs shown in the nurals
* the nationalities of people shown in the nurals

* the “nosts” observed: nost interesting pictures, nost
unusual stories told in the murals, nobst unexpected thing
seen on the visit, etc.

Use existing classroommaterials, such as books, to tie-
in with what was seen. For exanple, ask the students if what
they |l earned on the field visit is sonething they read about
bef or e.

Finally, ask for suggestions about what the students
want to see next. This can becone a bridge for future visits.



Be sure to accept criticism Ws there sonething that
coul d have been done better? Was the visit too |long, too
short? Was there time to see everything?

Most visits involve lunch or a snack. For younger
children, especially, nmake sure there are opportunities to
use bathroons. Wite your own report of how the visit went.
O fer suggestions for inproving the | esson plan.
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